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Dear Parents,

Happy Fathers’ Day to all our Dads!
Father’s Day gives us an opportunity to recall and affirm the particular gifts that fathers
bring to families. This includes our personal fathers, grandfathers, uncles and important
father figures in our lives. Whether it is their sense of humour, ability to see the positive
side of difficult situations, patience even when they are tired, or their wise words of
encouragement and love, this Sunday we hope that all the St Philip Neri dads, grand
dads and uncles enjoy a wonderful day.

What Makes a Dad
God took the strength of a mountain,
The majesty of a tree,
The warmth of a summer sun,
The calm of a quiet sea,
The generous soul of nature,
The comforting arm of night,
The wisdom of the ages,
The power of the eagle's flight,
The joy of a morning in spring,
The faith of a mustard seed,
The patience of eternity,
The depth of a family need,
Then God combined these qualities,
When there was nothing more to add,
He knew His masterpiece was complete,
And so,
He called it ... Dad

FATHER’S DAY BREAKFAST- THANK YOU
This morning we celebrated a beautiful Fathers’ Day breakfast with our Dads followed
by a visit to the classrooms. It was a great morning enjoyed by everyone. Special
thanks to our Year 6 parent organisers (Louisa Youens, Nina Walford, Lara Perry and
Jeannine Giffney who coordinated this event and the other Year 6 helpers who arrivied
very early this morning to prepare our delicious egg and bacon rolls and a breakfast
feast.

PARISH FAMILY MASS – 5 pm SATURDAY 2nd SEPTEMBER
We are looking forward to our Primary Parish Family Mass this Saturday 2nd
September at 5pm. The Parish Family Mass is a new initiative at SPN this year to
strengthen the partnership between our parish and our school. We hope many of our
SPN families can join us for Mass on this special Father’s Day weekend. The Mass will
be followed by light refreshments in the hall.
BON VOYAGE
Miss Maiorana be taking Long Service Leave for the last three
weeks of Term 3 and travelling overseas. We hope that Miss
Maiorana has a safe journey and enjoys her time away with family
and friends. Mrs Kate McLaughlin will be teaching Kindergarten
while Miss Maiorana is on leave.
SCHOOL REVIEW- 5TH AND 6TH SEPTEMBER
On Tuesday and Wednesday next week a panel will visit SPN as the final part of our
2017 School Review Process. The panel will consist of Principals from both within and
outside the Broken Bay Diocese and a number of CSO school consultants. The panel
will look back at evidence from the last 6 years at SPN and validate our achievements
in the areas of Catholic Mission, Teaching and Learning and Pastoral Care. They will
also give our leadership team recommendations and ‘where to’ for the next five years.
The panel will meet with the School Leadership team, Fr Brian, a representative parent
group and our students. Across the two days they will visit our learning spaces to gain
a greater understanding of our school. We look forward to welcoming our visitors to
SPN next week.
THANKS
Thank you to our wonderful group of parents who covered over 100
books for the library on Wednesday -Trish Crampton, Ceilidh Calleia,
Sarah Healy , Audre Arnautovic, Michelle Wagner and Caroline
Ghattas. We appreciate your time and energy in ensuring our new
resources are on the shelf and ready to be borrowed.
‘STEM’ATHON FUNDRAISER- TUESDAY 19TH SEPTEMBER
Over the last 18 months at SPN our Teaching and Learning school improvement goal
(SIP goal) has focused on developing STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics) skills as part of teaching and learning. STEM skills have been identified
as being critical skills in preparing students for the jobs they will have in future. This
year we have decided to link our Term 3 school fundraiser with this important learning
area.
On the 19th September we will hold a whole school STEMathon. Students will be
challenged to complete 8 STEM based activities across the school day. Students are
encouraged to collect sponsors from family and friends for completing each activity.
Further details of this exciting My thanks to Annie Snell and our P&F for setting up and
launching our STEMathon fundraising website. Please share our fundraising link with
family and friends. www.chuffed.org/project/stem-a-thon. We would love some parents
to come and assist with activities on our STEMathon day. If you are available to help
with a group from 9.00am - 2.30pm please email the office to RSVP
spn@dbb.catholic.edu.au.
We are looking forward to an exciting day of STEM fun and learning.
GRANDPARENTS DAY
All Grandparents and Special Friends are invited to join us
for a special liturgy to be held in St. Philip Neri church at
2.00pm followed by a traditional afternoon tea to be served
in the Parish Hall from 2.30pm on Friday 15th September.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY


2nd September
Primary Parish Family Mass 5pm



12th September
Night of the Notables (Year 6)



12th-14th September
NAPLAN Online Readiness Assessment Yrs 3 and 5



15th September
Grandparents Afternoon Tea 2pm



19th September
STEMathon



21st September
Last day of Term for students



22nd September
Last day Term 3 Staff Development Day

Awards
Congratulations to the following students on receiving awards this week.
Class

Name

Kinder

Henry
Leybourne,
Alexandra Matthews

Year 1

Indigo Rudd, Geordie Christou,
Sam Robbins

Year 2
Year 3

Anna Arnautovic, Nathaniel Babian,
Loki Lam
Sia McCullagh, James Edmunds

Year 4

Jessica Allfrey, Marcus Ambrogio

Year 5

Lucas Arnautovic, Sophie Calleia

Year 6

Lara Eastman, Ethan Boulus

Wishing you every blessing for the week ahead.

Fiona Bylsma
PRINCIPAL

Bennett

Kaye,

From the Religious Education Co-ordinator/
Acting Assistant Principal
ATHLETICS CARNIVAL
On Tuesday, August 30th the SPN Diocesan Team travelled to the Academy of Sport at
Narrabeen to compete with 34 diocesan schools in various Track and Field events.
Congratulations to Catherine Mikan, Aniela Odgers, Isabella Azizi, Chiara Babian,
Benita Rossello, Sam Crotty, Hamish Elliott, Luca McCullagh, Daragh O’Dywer, Peter
Shaw, Gemma Eggleton and Julius Rossello.
The SPN team is to be commended for their enthusiasm and sportsmanship and trying
their best against a competitive field of athletes. A special congratulations goes to
Catherine Mikan, first in the 9 Year old Girls 100m event, Hamish Elliott, second in the
9 Year old Boys 100m event and the Junior Girls Relay Team, first in the Girls 8-10
4x100m Relay.
Well done to all!

GOLD OR FOLD JERSEY DAY
As the three weeks of jobs and chores raising
money for our sister Parish, Lete Foho come to an
end, the students of SPN celebrated in a special
way wearing their favourite sport jerseys to school.
We are so very pleased to announce that $2, 261
(so far) has been raised for our East Timorese and
their Parish and school. What a monumental
effort!!!!!Thanks to the students and parents for such
a great result. The money will be used to further
support the Parish and school of the Lete Foho
community. It was also very pleasing to receive the
“Chores and Jobs” list from the students. I will
endeavour to give you a summary of what students
did to earn their donation in the next newsletter.

Confirmation Ceremonies
As our Year 2 students approach this memorable occasion, let’s remember to keep
them in our prayers. Two ceremonies will take place on Saturday September 9th, St
Leonards 10am-11am and St Thomas’ 12:30pm- 1:30pm.

Teresa Larcher
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

